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President’s Pen
Dear Artists,
Yes! Spring has finally arrived!
The cherry trees are wildly pink, the daffodils and tulips,
outrageous, and the crepe myrtles have done their stinky best to
make us aware of their unseen presence. April rains will dampen
the relentless pollen and wash the aggravation from memory until
next year. We love this cycle; it demands us to get out of the house.
So, wake up that sleepy creative spirit with these hard to ignore
natural encouragements. Grab your canvas, paints, and brushes;
it’s time to create some visual poetry.
Head out to the
Chattahoochee Nature Center on Tuesday mornings and do some
plein-air painting. You have been blessed with the gift of art, now
is the perfect opportunity to empower it.

“Always Art,”
Jan Buckley

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for APRIL 6 and join the RFAA Painters in the Wild at the Chattahoochee
Nature Center. Plein air session begins at 10:00 a.m. YOU DO NOT NEED TO CALL CNC, but please
let Sherry Hardage know if you are coming. Be sure to wear your crazy hat and
turquoise t-shirt. You should stop at the front desk in the Gift Shop to pick up your
ID Badge. You are responsible for wearing it each time you paint and returning it
at the end of the season. CNC requires the following protocols:

Masks must be worn in all buildings including the rest room.

Social distancing is required inside and strongly suggested outside.
Do not come if you are experiencing any symptoms of illness or have been
exposed to someone with Covid 19 within a week of attending.
FYI: We will be painting every Tuesday through May and beyond, if the weather is not too hot.
Contact: sherry.hardage@gmail.com
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2021 People, Places and Thingamabobs Awards
Best in Show: Lucille Avenue
Artist: Laura Smith (BAG)
Judge’s comment: “I love the simplicity and abstract design pattern in this painting.
Simplicity can speak volumes. This one has it. Great color.”

First Place: Defending His Domain
Artist: Debra Yaun (Acworth AA)
Judge’s comment: “Having done colored pencil work myself, I have a great respect for
works like this. Beautifully done, and good message. Simple color, and good value
control.

Second Place: How It’s Done
Artist: David Fishman (BAG)
Judge’s comment: “This piece has great movement, diagonal design, and depth
perspective, mastery of the medium and sense of color harmony. Great modeling of
form.”
Third Place: Edinburgh, Scotland
Artist Yulia Jeltuhin (Roswell Fine Arts Alliance)
Judge’s comment: “This collage has great depth perspective and I consider that an
accomplishment with collage. It also has movement, variety in shapes, good focal point
placement, and texture.”

1st Honorable Mention: Rirakuzeshon (Relaxation)
Artist: Sherry Hardage
Judge’s comment: “Great Simplicity of design layout! Good sense of color combining,
shape variety, and linear quality.”

2nd Honorable Mention: Reclamation
Artist: Claudia Goodman (DFAA)
Judge’s comment: “I love the leading lines in this which take the eye into the painting.
Great texture!”

3rd Honorable Mention: Jungle Fever Diptych
Artist: Jane Kelley (ACS)
Judge’s comment: “Another great collage. This diptych works well. The painted
shapes are directed to the center which keeps your eye in the composition. Great
texture and color harmony.”
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MEET YOUR MEMBERS: Alle Craig
Alle grew up in North Platte, Nebraska. She attended college at
Chadron, Nebraska, before marrying and moving to Utah, where she
completed the Famous Artist Correspondence Course. She and her
husband moved to Wyoming and later to New Mexico. They settled in
Lawrence, Kansas, where she attended the University of Kansas. In
1972, she began a new life lasting 33 years as owner of Alle’s Art
Gallery in Dodge City, Kansas.
In December of 2007, Alle moved to Marietta, Georgia, to be with her
youngest daughter’s family. Since then she has been living and working
in her studio at home, or teaching classes and taking workshops from
nationally known artists.
Alle works in a variety of mediums including oils, watercolors, pastels,
acrylics, and collage, painting portraits of people, birds, landscapes, and
still lifes that tell a story. Alle is a member of both the Roswell Fine Arts
Alliance and Southeastern Pastel Society. She has won numerous
ribbons and awards. She enjoys the challenges of competing, showing and selling her art, which is on
display in homes and offices across the United States.

THEN AND NOW: Alle Craig

Early 1960s

early 1960s

1987

early 1970s

recent

1979

recent
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OUR CREATIVE SPACES
The continuing saga of more RFAA artists’
workspaces: Today we look at Alle Craig’s
studio. She says, “I guess you can tell how
unorganized I am!” Editor’s comment, “If this is
what it takes to create such beautiful work, I’m
immediately going to make a giant mess in my
creative space.”
If you’d like to be included in a future issue of
“Articulation,” please mail pictures and a story
(if you wish) to Leslee Sorensen at snailtaco@yahoo.com.

THEN AND NOW: Sara McKnight

In high school (early 90s), I took art every year and it was my favorite class. My first oil painting was
based on Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll. I took a break from art
during college, marriage, and kids, and started studying with local artists after moving to the
Alpharetta area 8 years ago. Right now, I have been painting landscapes that feature our local
community. It has been really great focusing on the sense of community and some of my favorite places
during the Covid quarantine. This past December, I launched my art website and took part in my first
online show. I am part of an online community of artists called the Artist Initiative. It offers business
advice and coaching for artists. The painting from my Atlanta Botanical Garden Series is called Howell
Fountain.

RFAA and Drake House
Drake House provides housing and education programs for homeless single
mothers in north metro Atlanta. RFAA members have donated artwork to Drake
House for many years, and we did not let Covid interrupt this event. In the past, we
held painting events at a general meeting, but this year we did something a little
different. Twelve members donated 42 pieces of beautiful art, and they were
delivered on a rainy morning. Thanks to Arlyn Huntzinker and Jenny Carmical for
coordinating this welcomed endeavor.
← Renae Fernandez accepting our 42 painting donations
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OUR FACEBOOK CHALLENGES
FOOD and FOODIES, January 2021 Facebook art challenge

Irina Akimova

Sherry Hardage

Leslee Sorensen

Amy Mack White

Adrienne Zinn

Irina Akimova

Rick Papp

Jan Buckley

Rick Papp

Leslee Sorensen

Patricia Trimboli

Adrienne Zinn

Sherry Hardage

Paulette Williams

Trish Johnston

Patricia Trimboli

Trish Johnston

Susan Ritchie

Debra Meekins
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DESIGN A T-SHIRT LOGO, February 2021 Facebook art challenge

Donna Outwater

Alle Craig

Sally Gewin

Katherine Sarbell Faber Katherine Sarbell Faber

CONGRATULATIONS to Donna Outwater, winner of the Design a T-shirt Logo contest. A committee
is currently working to make the t-shirts a reality for our club. Stay tuned for further developments.
THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE, March 2021 Facebook art challenge

Adrienne Zinn

David Schroeder

Rick Papp

Sherry Hardage

Susan Ritchie

Rick Papp

Leslee Sorensen

A BIG ANNIVERSARY
This year, 2021, Roswell Fine Arts Alliance celebrates 50 years since its founding.
What makes RFAA a great organization? Fostering the skills, knowledge and
creativity of our member artists? Yes, certainly. Exhibiting and selling our art to
collectors. Yes, indeed. Giving to the local community in arts-related activities.
Yes, we do that too. Yet, since 1971, EVERYTHING we do has been powered by
our members, who volunteer their time and abilities to make things happen. We
cannot track all of them and the hours they give: some take on very visible tasks,
such as serving on the Board, hanging artwork in a show, or organizing a special
event. But these “leading roles” are supported by those who choose to work
quietly behind the scenes: registering artwork for a show; talking up RFAA to
friends, neighbors and colleagues; setting up for a meeting or event; updating our website; distributing publicity and
much more. So, volunteers, whether you are able to give 2 hours a month or 20 hours a week, we thank you from
the heart! (from Trish Johnston)
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High School Art Show, RFAA Awards
The annual High School Art Show, sponsored by The Roswell Fine Arts Alliance, consists of artwork by students of
the following Fulton County high schools: Alpharetta High School, Centennial High School, John's Creek High
School, Roswell High School, Independence High School, Chattahoochee High School, Cambridge High School,
Milton High School, North Springs High School, North View High School, and Riverwood High School.
Best of Show: Ellis Miller, Celtic, Mayan and Japanese Water Gods, block print

First Place: Semin Haley Park, Before Office Hours, watercolor

Second Place: Miranda Ward, Glass Half Empty, colored pencil

Third Place: Insiya Motiwala, Neeli Neeli Si Khamoshiyan, painting

Honorable Mention: Jim Sorensen, Spiny Orb Weaver, ceramic

Honorable Mention: Mila Watson, Thinking, charcoal

Honorable Mention: Holly Yang, Vanity, oil on canvas

Honorable Mention: Sasha Natanzonas, Yolk, digital photograph
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THE BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL IS COMING IN JUNE
Roswell Fine Arts Alliance (RFAA) really appreciates
the Chattahoochee Nature Center (CNC), a valued
venue for exhibiting our art.
Thousands of people flock to the popular CNC
annual Butterfly Festival the first weekend in June to
enjoy its butterfly-related activities and art. RFAA
members paint en plein air for visitors to see real
artists at work. They also give out original butterflythemed art cards made by RFAA members.
Each card is 3.5”x 2.5”—the same size as a baseball
card - with art on the front, and a label on the back
showing the artist’s signature and the Arts Center
East address and open gallery hours. In 2019 over
300 cards were made and distributed. Venues chair
Sherry Hardage commented after the 2019 Festival,
“We could have given out many more, if we had had
them.” Apparently, the children loved the cards as
much, if not more than the adults. How often are you
given a free, original artwork to take home with you?
One RFAA member took Sherry’s comment to heart and has made 127 so far! Here’s that member’s
challenge to all RFAA artists. Use the odd hour or two here and there in the upcoming weeks and let’s
see if our membership can produce a total of 400 or more cards. It is a great way to publicize RFAA.
There is no need to buy cards. Cut up any card stock you have on hand to the required size. Use the
art media of your choice to decorate the cards with a butterfly theme on one side only. Decorative
papers are fine, but avoid 3-D embellishments. RFAA asks for the cards in May. You are given preprinted labels. You fill in your signature on them and attach a label to the back of each card. All the
cards are inserted into clear plastic envelopes before being handed out to people at the Festival.
Contact: Sherry Hardage sherry.hardage@gmail.com
Are you up for this BIG BUTTERFLY CHALLENGE?

THE LATEST VIEWS OF OUR GALLERY (by Sherry Hardage, March 13, 2021)
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Check out the prospectus at:
https://mcusercontent.com/20f4bd1685e0e721bde01642a/files/6a4b901e-2534-4d79-a7e948e93499f8c9/WIRED_prospectus_2021_1.pdf

AS WE WAIT FOR A SAFER ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR
MEMBERS AND GUESTS, RFAA will present our annual A Taste
for Art Silent Auction and Show virtually for 2021.
Although we won’t be gathering for the Tasting portion, we will have
beautiful Charcuterie Trays for our patrons who purchase a
combined total of $250 or more. These will be delivered to patrons
at the sold artwork pickup following the close of the show.
Acceptance will be first come, first served and there will be a
maximum of 60 works in the show.
You'll find a complete timeline in the prospectus at:
https://mcusercontent.com/20f4bd1685e0e721bde01642a/files/72f6bbe4-89d6-468d-a70e6e741462a340/Prospectus_and_Pre_App_Final2.pdf
9

TOOT YOUR HORN!
WE HAVE SOLD!! (Sales from January 2021)
Irina Akimova
Rose Guerra
Sherry Hardage
Arlyn Huntzicker
Robert Nelson
Sue Ottosen
Paulette Williams

CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC

January
January
January
February
February
March
March (sold 2)

Sherry Hardage won 2nd place for her entry Teien (Garden) in the Johns Creek Art Center
“Perspective: 2020” Virtual Exhibition

Recently found in a dusty box of copy
paper located in the RFAA gallery office
closet, under holiday decorations from
years gone by, was a plethora of ancient
RFAA literature. Here for your viewing
pleasure is the April 2001 edition of
Articulation.
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