October - December 2022

By Lucy Letchford

FINDING COMMONALITY
“The state of sharing features or attributes….”
I visited the National Gallery in London at 10:00 a.m.
on Monday, August 15.
The five hours I spent there were exhaustingly
beautiful. My mind became numb. How could I
possible react to such a repertoire of stunning art?
How could I even begin to study or comprehend the
message the artists were depicting? How could I “steal
ideas” to become a tiny, tiny, little bit better with my
own art?
Then, I thought perhaps if I concentrated on a just a
couple of essentials in common, I might practice those.
For example, my love of the color blue (perfect the hue
and tones of that color on sky scenes) or my attraction
to impressionistic design which terrifies me (read more
about color analysis, or loosening my brush stroke).
As I walked around, I also wondered about our RFAA
ACE Gallery and what it has in common with the
National Gallery? I was amazed that we actually DO
have some elements in common!




It is free to the public.
The artists who hang in our location (YOU GUYS)
love to create your art.
It is an environment that hangs unique, one-ofa-kind creative pieces.



Viewers get inspired by the art we see, and can
learn from the art which hangs.
Are there other similarities that you can think about
which provides commonality between the two
locations? We would love to hear what they are.
Remember, all the artists hanging at the National
Gallery, picked up their brush one “first-day” ever, as
we have. And, I encourage everyone to dream BIG……
Let’s continue to take steps towards dreaming of
becoming great masters of the arts. Let’s read about
art techniques, ask for help, practice, attend
workshops, and paint together. And, let’s continue to
elevate and support ACE - invite people you know to
the gallery.
Mary Stewart - founder of RWC, in 1904, wrote “it is
the little things that create differences; that in the big
things of life we are as one.” Borrowing from that
thought, our love and ability to create and perhaps
show unique, beautiful art is “big” and just in that
content, we are as one with the National Gallery
artists. Most did not have a clue their art would grace
the walls in that amazing building one day.
Can you identify the paintings on the next page?
They all have hung and been appreciated in a gallery!

Share your “beautiful art!”
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October 7, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for our awards ceremony and viewing of the 28th annual Genesis Show.
Location: Synovus Bank, 10446 Alpharetta Hwy., Roswell, GA 30075.
Light hors d’oeuvres and wine will be served. Ribbons and Awards will be presented.
Open to the public. Contact: mary.martin.akers@gmail.com

DOUBLE VISION RECEPTION
October 13, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for our awards ceremony and viewing of the seventh annual
Double Vision Show. Our theme this is year is Views of the Okefenokee.
This is a spectacular combination of photographs and artworks.
Location: Chattahoochee Nature Center, 9135 Willeo Road, Roswell, GA 30075.
Contact: sherry.hardage@gmail.com
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The BTS by Marilyn Schuster
I think every artist has experienced this problem moment. You work and work on a piece, and still it’s not right. In
fact, if you are like me you declare it TOTALLY WRONG! Try as you might to fix it, the reality is that you have hit a
wall. This piece is without hope.
Once you have made that determination, you have 3 options as I see it. One is to trash it
altogether. Two is to gesso over the dud and hope that you can redeem the canvas later. Or
three, designate the canvas to serve time BEHIND THE SOFA (aka BTS) in the loft. I look at this
as the equivalent of sending a misbehaving child to their room to “think about what they have
done wrong.” You see, I’m thinking, I’ve done my part, now the rest is up to the errant canvas to redeem itself. I
am giving myself permission not to think about this bad actor. How dare it behave so rudely after I’d put so much
effort into it! How dare it be so obstinate? My intent is not to think about it as it sits unseen and repents.
But of course, that’s not what happens. The BTS time served behind the sofa varies. It’s like Purgatory- a very
individual, undefined penance. Some pieces never come out, at which time the previous alternatives One and
Two, may be revisited. But then there are those that I usually find while I’m cleaning the general area. And you
pull it out from its resting place, and look again. Suddenly like a lightning bolt, or at the very least an Oprah “AHA”
moment you SEE something. Why hadn’t I thought of this before? It just needs this ...or that! You grab your
brushes and paint, and take to painting with renewed awareness and hope! Hope for the canvas! Hope for YOU!
And redemption for both! Some of my favorite pieces have spent a penitent period BTS. And it’s so gratifying to
release this work to a point where you no longer feel it’s a disappointment. And if you are like me with
anthropomorphic tendencies, you feel gratified to have helped this poor suffering canvas fulfill its destiny. So now
you have closure... finally. It’s finished. The End. You can move on. That is, of course, until the next time you
condemn yet another work to BTS, or rediscover another piece whose redemption time has finally come.

This is our new RFAA banner. It looked wonderful up on the RFAA tent during
the Roswell Art Festival. Thanks to Trish Johnston for the lovely design!

FRIDAY PAINTERS GROUP Join us from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. each Friday at the Gallery
on Fouts Rd. Enjoy working in a small group setting. Come as often as you like. Contact Sara Grossman if you would
like to join. Email: sarastudiog@gmail.com. Text: 678-662-8870.

Artists Helping Artists -- Gentle Critique Sessions -- these sessions were a big hit before COVID -- bring 2-3
paintings and find out what's working well and what could use a little tweak in a positive, constructive, and safe
environment. Next Session: October 29, 2022, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS ACTIVITY, PLEASE SEND
AN EMAIL TO sherry.hardage@gmail.com.
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Toot Your Horn!
WE HAVE SOLD 22 PAINTINGS!! (Sales June - September 2022)
Jan Buckley
Jenny Carmical
Ana Llaurado
Sue Ottosen
Sherri Richards
Marilyn Schuster
Paulette Williams
Jan Buckley
Arlyn Huntzicker
Ana Llaurado
Sue Ottosen
Jane Springfield
Paulette Williams
Larry Breeland
Jan Buckley
Donna Outwater
Paulette Williams
Michelle Feis
Lucy Letchford
Susan Ritchie
Helen Weil
Paulette Williams

CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
Roswell Arts Festival
Roswell Arts Festival
Roswell Arts Festival
Roswell Arts Festival
Roswell Arts Festival

June
June
June
June (sold 2)
June
June
June
July (sold 2)
July
July
July
July
July
August
August (sold 2)
August
August (sold 3)
September
September
September
September
September (sold 2)

The ROSWELL MAIN LIBRARY current show, which began September 12, featured Native American and
Hispanic Heritage plus Autumn and Thanksgiving artworks. Thank you to Sonja Allers for the gallery photos.

WILD & WACKY reception, June 24, 2022

4

TEA TALK, by Jan Buckley
A delightful time was had by all at the recent Tea Talk for new members, held on Saturday, August 20, at ACE
Gallery. Thirty-two members attended, a third of whom were new to the club. We shared good food, made new
friends, and enjoyed drinking a lot of tea. Sherry Hardage and Jan Buckley led the orientation, which covered most
everything one might want to know to be an active and informed member of our wonderful club: our many
activities, how to navigate our website, how to register for a show, the importance of Gallery sitting, and our
status as a 501c3 organization. Sherry had a colorful folder prepared for each attending new member with
additional information and answers to questions that might pop up in the future.
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Roswell Arts Festival on the Square, September 17 - 18, 2022, by Susan Ritchie
The Roswell Arts Festival, founded in 1966, is designed to bring quality artisans to Roswell and to raise money in
support of the Roswell Recreation, Parks, Historic and Cultural Affairs Department. The Festival, staffed entirely
by volunteers, has raised more than $1,000,000 in funds, donated to improve recreation in Roswell.
RFAA has partnered with Roswell for many years, and the event offers our group a unique opportunity to
showcase members’ artwork. RFAA owns a 10’ X 10’ weatherproof tent, and along
with up to a dozen grids, allows for a generous display of two-dimensional artwork.
This year we had spectacular weather and great attendance. Many people stopped
by the RFAA tent, and we sold six paintings for $700!
This year we also staffed a Community Painting
Tent in partnership with Roswell. Festival
organizers provided a large canvas, a tent, and painting supplies. This event was
a huge success, and helped draw people to our tent next door. Kudos to our own
Sherry Hardage, who provided a beautiful outline of the city landscape, as well
as people watching fireworks on the canvas. Aspiring artists of all ages took to
the paints with creativity and abandon! The final masterpiece, while quite a
deviation from the initial sketch, was great fun and an “all-in” activity. You can
view it in final form displayed at City Hall.
If you have not participated in the Roswell Fine Arts Festival on the Square, I would encourage you to do so. This
is a community event, and member participation is required to make it work. Festival goers attend this event not
just to look, but to buy gifts for themselves or others. They are drawn to the beautiful display of original, local art
we exhibit. This is a terrific venue to sell your art, as well as to market yourself as an artist. Members can display
cards with their websites and contact information, and sometimes commission art sales can result. This Festival is
also a very good public relations venue for RFAA, drawing potential new members and advertising shows at the
gallery and other venues. For more information, please contact Lucy Letchford at lucymail@charter.net, or Susan
Ritchie at treehouse4me2@yahoo.com, or text/call her at 770-598-6772.

Get
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OUR MONTHLY FACEBOOK CHALLENGES
RED HOT, July 2022 Facebook art challenge

Trish Johnston

Adrienne Zinn

Janice Harmon

Leslee Sorensen

Irina Akimova

Rick Papp

Sara Hendrix

Trish Johnston

Marilyn Schuster

Sherry Hardage

Sherri Richards

Georgeann Rotteck

Leslee Sorensen

Irina Akimova

Rick Papp

Sherry Hardage

Mary Wyman

Sara Hendrix

SAIL AWAY, August 2022 Facebook art challenge

Adrienne Zinn

Adrienne Zinn

Leslee Sorensen

Leslee Sorensen
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Lale Francis

Rick Papp

Lale Francis

Janice Harmon

Georgeann Rotteck

Sara Hendrix

Sherry Hardage

Rick Papp

Sherri Richards

Roxane Hollosi, was our Guest Artist/Speaker at the September 20,
2022 General Meeting. She is a local, multi-disciplinary artist with a
national presence. It was an amazing presentation as she spoke
about her art, which is strongly influenced by the natural
environment and Native American culture. Roxane gifted the
attendees with a packet of milkweed seeds, which attract monarch
butterflies and other pollinators.

get
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