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President’s Pen
Dear Artists,
The Genesis XXVI show was beautiful, but not having the traditional reception felt strange. It’s one of
my favorite occasions to visit with friends, catch-up on news, wander with a cup of wine, and try to guess
which paintings will receive a ribbon and the People’s Choice Award. We all yearn for a freedom we took
for granted, simple camaraderie. In this newsletter you will find the names of this year’s Genesis XXVI
winners from our virtual show.
Looking through the RFAA archives, I found a post from the 2005 Genesis show; that would have been
number XI. Besides being juried with ribbons, there was also an activity that happened, I suppose at the
reception, called the “Golden Genesis Awards.” I have no idea how this was organized, but a lot of votes
had to be tabulated and awarded after the fact. I immediately thought of the Superlatives from a high
school yearbook. Remember those? The Prettiest Smile, Best Dancer, the Most likely to Get Pregnant
(I made that one up), but you get the idea. So here are the Superlatives from Genesis XI, 2005:
Best Use of Color and Value Best Overall Use of Medium Most Thought Provoking
Most Unique Best Depicts the South Best Execution Most Nostalgic
Inspires Humor and Whimsey Most Surprising or Compelling Most Serene or Relaxing
Best Depicts Movement and Rhythm
A note to mention, current member and club treasurer, Sara Grossman, received the highest number of
votes awarded anyone, for her painting “Fresh Produce.” She won for the category, Best Depicts the
South. Member Pat Hahn received votes for “Checkmate” in the Most Nostalgic category. Sara and Pat,
do you remember this event? A belated congratulations to you both! HA!
To those of you who faithfully continue working behind the scenes, please accept a sincere Thank You!
Our venue chairs and Board members old and new realize what a jewel we have in this club, and that it
is worth the effort to carry on despite a mere pandemic. The Newsletter still arrives and venues still
happen. We continue to create, because that is who we are.
“Always Art,”
Jan

PLEASE DO YOUR PART to promote our shows by posting about them on
your social media and Next Door. The more people who view our shows, the
more our chances of selling our works.
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Double Vision V Winners, the Chattahoochee Nature Center, Judge John Guernsey
Best in Show
Doris Sofge
Summertime

First Place
Alle Craig
Primary Attraction

Second Place
Carolyn Parke-Halstrom
Dragonflies
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Third Place
Debra Meekins
I Believe I Can Fly

Honorable Mention
Jeanie Posey
Sparkle

Honorable Mention
Jennie Vanier-Walter
Foaming Water

LINK TO JUDGE'S COMMENTS:
https://mcusercontent.com/20f4bd1685e0e721bde01642a/files/0ee44f3e-932a-4f4f-90a08892776fd0d3/Judges_Comments.pdf

CRITIQUE SESSIONS: TAKING YOUR PAINTING TO THE NEXT LEVEL
While we are social distancing, we can still take advantage of our other member artists’
expertise and feedback. Call a member, ask if they would be interested in providing
comments, and then email your work and discuss it by phone or whatever social media
platform you can use.
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GENESIS XXVI Winners (September 2020)
Genesis was judged by Joseph Peragine, Professor of Drawing, Painting, and Design at GSU.
Best of Show
Yulia Jeltuhin
Puticsha Brac Croatia

First Place
Patricia DelValle
Gardens Unseen

Second Place
Mary Wyman
Sail into Summer 3

Third Place
Larry Breeland
Swamp Lillies

Honorable Mention
Sherry Hardage
The Magician Makes More Mistakes
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Honorable Mention
Loretta D. Locanto
Rosebud

Honorable Mention
Patricia Hahn
Lhasa Lady

People’s Choice
Yulia Jeltuhin
Lisbon Street Graffiti

OUR WILD BLUE YONDER WINNERS
We are proud to announce the winners of our online show. Congratulations to all
four of our excellent artists.
People's Choice: Jan Buckley, Meadowlark
Honorable Mention: Mitzi Gann, Blue Arctic
Honorable Mention: Rose Guerra, Sky Horse
Honorable Mention: Paulette Williams, Joy of the Dance

Note: There was a tie vote for two of our honorable mentions so we decided to award both artists.
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OUR CREATIVE SPACES
The continuing saga of more RFAA artists’ workspaces:
Today we look at Bob Dowling’s studio. Notice the
impressive 4’ x 5’ sailboat, which is a private commission
he recently completed.
If you’d like to be included in a future issue of
“Articulation,” please mail pictures and a story (if you
wish) to Leslee Sorensen at snailtaco@yahoo.com.

THEN AND NOW
Bob Dowling

The childhood shot of me is in the backyard at our beach house; there's no date on it, so you'll have to guess my
age. The old painting, Seagrasses, dates back to right after college, so it must be about 45 years old. The new
seascape, High Tide Waves, was done in the last few years. The current photo of me is in my yard here in Georgia.
Carolyn Parke-Hallstrom As you can see, my color palette has gone from bright warm colors to cool, more subtle
colors. Maybe the bright sunsets of the Southwest had an influence on my choices. I have also noticed that my
work has become more delicate vs bold. Could that be old age? Although occasionally I will work bold and bright
even in my advanced age. (Haha, says the editor)

2001 Bright Yellow Rose

2018 Moses Iris
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TOOT YOUR HORN!

WE HAVE SOLD!! (Sales from July thru September 2020)
Arlyn Huntzicker
Paulette Williams

CNC
CNC

July
July
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OUR FACEBOOK CHALLENGES
1st RFAA Challenge, Self-Caricatures

Alle Craig

Jan Buckley

Donna Outwater

Leslee Sorensen

Ellie and Shadow Shaw

Nancy Fairchild

Patty DelValle

Yulia Jeltuhin

Georgie Rotteck

Trish Johnston

Ellie Shaw

Sherry Hardage

2nd RFAA Challenge, your favorite Coffee cup, from June 2020

Alle Craig

Susan Faircloth

Jan Buckley

Sherry Hardage
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Trish Johnston

Donna Outwater

Sherry Hardage

Debra Meekins

3rd RFAA Facebook Challenge from September 2020, from a photo Red Spring by Leslee Sorensen

Jane Ward, watercolor

Debbie Taylor Meekins, gouache

Leslee Sorensen, collage

Sherry Hardage, oil

Jan Buckley, mixed mediums

The 4th RFAA Facebook Challenge, for October through November, is to paint/draw a duck. Sounds
like a good excuse to take a walk along the Chattahoochee on one of these beautiful fall days! You will
see lots of ducks and geese. Post a picture of your creation on our Facebook page. It is fun to see the
different interpretations.
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A HISTORY of RFAA, as told by Jan Buckley
I decided to finally plod through the big RFAA history box. There were ancient Articulations, meeting
agendas, sales receipts, and programs from all sorts of events. I could hear Trish Johnston in the back
of my mind saying, “Get rid of that! Throw it out! Who wants an agenda from 1986?” Not to mention that
old paper gets that funky smell. So, I ended up tossing half of it, much of it written in long-hand. I did
learn a lot about the way things used to be. I will share the good stuff here in greatly condensed form. If
you want to personally see anything, a smaller box is here waiting to give forth more secrets:
1. The FAA began in 1971, with five lady artists as a spin-off supported by the Roswell Women’s
Club. Back then, phone numbers had no area codes. The group included arts of all types,
including theater plays and musicals. There were lots of programs for the Little Roswell
Community Theater sponsored through the Roswell Arts Alliance. Tickets were $3.00. Postage
stamps were $0.20. RFAA membership was $12.00. I would guess the Women’s Club was most
active in the theater. Maybe RFAA did the programs? Lots of I don’t know answers here.
2. Noticed familiar names: Hoehamer, Grossman, Bradshaw, Rachelson, Faircloth, Hahn, Herron,
Mesler, Weil, and Ottosen. Sue Ottosen was a very active president; I was impressed. Members
were sent a booklet of members’ names and information including the names of spouses, the
calendar, committees, and officers. The VP was also the historian. Sue Ottosen was a super
collector of memorabilia for the box. I like including spouse names on the membership list.
3. Our activity calendar fit on one page. We had an installation party at the home of the retiring
president. We had a holiday party at someone’s home, and three shows a year.
4. Meetings were also held in a mishmash of locations: homes, libraries, banks, sub-division
clubhouses, restaurants, the Historic Roswell Antique Mart, and Michael’s. We also met and
exhibited at the Roswell Cultural Center until they decided to charge us $300/year to use the
facility. That was too much for us with way less funds in our treasury than now, so the hunt
continued for a more permanent place. Eventually we landed in the Alliance Building on Old
Alabama Road. I don’t know what happened there, but then we moved to RVAC. A hunt for a
permanent home has always been a priority.
5. RFAA offered all types of classes, again, the location of these classes, I don’t know: drama
classes for adults and children, many types of painting classes, guitar, photography, graphics,
pottery, sculpture, soft sculpture, batik, writing I and II, and poetry.
6. We have a long history with Bullock Hall. Early Genesis shows were held there and they included
three-dimensional work, clay, jewelry, photography, sculpture, and graphics. Categories were
judged separately. Some of our early shows even included crafts, although not for judging. We
had a comprehensive schedule of volunteer “sitters” at Bullock Hall to supervise and protect these
early Genesis shows back in the 70’s and 80’s. We worked with Bullock Hall for over ten years,
showing art there on a regular basis.
7. There has always been the battle cry, “Not enough advertising!” Oodles of stinky old carbon
copies of old press releases were in the box. Gone….How times have changed.
8. Former venues included: a model home at Eagle Watch, Mable House, assisted living facilities,
Crabapple Animal Hospital, Tiffany’s Tea Room, Music Matters, banks, restaurants, Sun Bridge,
Barnes and Noble, the Chamber of Commerce, North Fulton Hospital, Public House, Cultural
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Affairs office, Alpharetta Senior Center, Roswell Senior Center, Lick Skillet Farm, Northwood
Medical Center, and the Roswell Cultural Arts Center
9. We have had another very long relationship with the CNC from the 1970’s.
10. We have sponsored the High School Show forever. The paper programs were elaborate with
much hand designing and writing. We had lots of sponsors offering up money and prizes for this
show, and all their names were included on the program.
Notable sponsors of the high school show included: Hooters, pizza parlors, bakeries, O’Charley’s,
the Georgia Pig, Public House, frame shops, printers, graphic studios, shoe repair shops, the
clock shop, nail salons, hair salons, Brown’s Jewelers, medical clinics (even an OBGYN office),
insurance companies, Rotary, funeral homes, dance groups, Kroger’s, Pike’s, churches, and our
ever loyal Dick Blick.
Prize money was less, and some students receiving gifts actually wrote thank-you notes to us.
How rare and wonderful! Also, we awarded cash prizes directly to the college they were going
to attend.
Are you falling asleep? Ha! I had several evenings watching TV to look through it all. I enjoyed
it. We have been around a long time, people.
To those of you faithfully working behind the scenes, I send a sincere Thank You! Our venue
chairs and Board members old and new realize what a jewel we have in this club, and that it is
worth the effort to carry on despite a mere pandemic. The Newsletter still arrives and venues still
happen. We continue to create, because that is who we are.
Hopefully, some of these readings will jog you to think in a creative way to build a new and better
RFAA. It has certainly evolved through the decades. Imagine, we were once a theater group!
“Always Art,”
Jan

Our next Articulation will be published in January 2021. In the months until then, we wish you all fulfilling
holiday experiences connecting with friends and family, and that 2021 is a vast improvement over its
predecessor year!
Peace and Joy to all!
RFAA
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