April - June 2022
President’s Pen
April 2022
Dear Artists,
Spring weather in Georgia is certifiably crazy; we all know this because we live here. One day the temperature
pushes to eighty-degrees and we happily dig out the sandals, but the very next morning we might be issued a
dreaded freeze warning. Attempt to cover those early hydrangea buds for any hope of future blooms, and the
tarps blow into the neighbor’s yard from a bone-chilling, forty-mile-per-hour Polar Express. We mostly love it
here, so we tolerate the weird weather, but truly, what choice do we have?
There is a correlation between the weather and how art happens. Despite the best of intentions, creativity can
blow hot one day, but the brain and brush might sit stone-cold the next. After my years of painting, I would hope
the creative winds could be more dependable. It is admirable if you manage to paint every day. Others of us are
deadline-inspired people, painting occasionally, sometimes at the last-minute with the help of wine and
sometimes late-night hours. Both techniques work, but it is those unexpected and challenging flips of creativity
that make either method difficult; the doldrums happen, and we have no choice.
Whatever your painting method, RFAA supports you. As fellow artists, we understand how difficult it is to create
original art. We will marvel and rave at your successes and encourage you during your periods of struggle. Like
living with our crazy weather, we need to remain patient and treat ourselves kindly, understanding that one day
can change the fickle winds of inspiration.
This is my last President’s Pen. It has been five years since I wrote the first one back in 2017, and much has
challenged RFAA and the world since then. Our band of merry artists adjusted and relied upon the amazing
creative energy of its members to continue where other groups dropped into hibernation. We learned much,
experimented, and came out stronger for those adjustments.
Please welcome your new president, Lucy Letchford. She is quite wonderful, brimming with fresh ideas and
leadership gifts and talents. Lucy will take RFAA on exciting new paths! Thank you.
“Always Art,”
Jan Buckley

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: Our Fouts Rd. gallery will reopen the last week of April. This means that all
artists showing their work at any of our venues must sign up for gallery-sitting each time work is entered at a
venue. Contact Yulia Jeltuhin at yulia.jeltuhin@gmail.com for further information, or refer to our website.
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AT LAST, RFAA WILL BE GOING LIVE STARTING WITH OUR APRIL 19
MEETING - 7:00 p.m. April's meeting will be a very important one.
We will vote for our new slate of officers and yearly budget, bring in paintings for our DRAKE HOUSE donations,
bring painting for Spring Fling, and make Butterfly Cards for the CNC Butterfly Festival.

RFAA General Meeting
April 19th, at ACE Gallery
We are back!
9100 Fouts Road, Roswell, GA 30076
Come early at 6:15 p.m. to deliver any of the following items:

1. Bring Compassionate Canvases for Drake House
One of our outreach projects is to donate small paintings to the Drake House, a non-profit organization that
helps domestically abused women and their children with safe housing. These women often leave with nothing
to escape abuse. We offer a bit of joy and color to their lives. Please bring finished art from home to donate,
no larger than 16” x 20,” framed or gallery wrapped with wire hangers, dry and ready to hang. All collected
paintings will be delivered and are always gratefully received.

2. Bring Art for a New Gallery Show, “SPRING FLING”
Yes, we are bringing a lot of art this evening!
Make our walls bright and airy to celebrate spring and being back in our home.
Limit three pieces, properly wired. Find generic registration form at www.rfaa.org.
Nothing more than three years old, please. (See page 5 for more information.)

Gallery Sitting with Sign-Up Genius will be available April 29th.
Sign-up on-line at www.rfaa.org.
3. Bring Butterfly Cards
We need at least 150 more butterfly cards for the CNC Butterfly Festival in June. Plan to make
some after the General Meeting. We will provide the appropriate-sized paper (2 ½” X 3 ½”).
Please bring a small portable medium from home such as a travel watercolor palette or colored pencils.
Please bring any finished cards. Have them in an envelope with your name attached.
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CELEBRATING PLEIN AIR
OUR VERY FIRST heART of the FARM SHOW
Artists in the Wild, our plein air group, invites all RFAA artists to
join us in celebrating this lovely turn-of-the-century farm in Art.
Come join us at the PLEIN AIR PAINT OUT on Wednesday,
April 20 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Create a painting or
two and show them at the show on MAY 14 from 10:00 a.m.
-- 3:00 p.m. If you can’t make the Paint Out, come on your own
to the farm during daylight hours. We suggest bringing a friend.
Address: 726 Hyde Rd, Marietta, GA 30068.

All artwork in the show must be painted on-site.
For details contact: sherry.hardage@gmail.com

RFAA Celebrates the Grand Opening of CNC’s New Boardwalk
Artists in the Wild, Sherry Hardage, Debra Meekins, Hazel Pearce, Jane Ward, and Bonnie Watson painted en plein
air during the week of celebration and ribbon cutting for the brand new multi-million dollar boardwalk. VIP guests,
members, and the general public were all invited to experience the multi-level, lighted boardwalk that offers
fantastic views of the Chattahoochee and the wetlands on Willeo Road that are part of the CNC property.
AND THIS IS ONE REASON WE DO OUR COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES: While our Artists in the Wild were plein air
painting during the festivities, two women approached us to ask if we are the artists who give out the Butterfly
cards at the Butterfly Festival each year. When we said yes, they told us that they have both saved all their cards
from each year we've given them out, and one’s little girl was very excited that she would get another one this
year to add to her collection.
We welcome all of our members to join Artists in the Wild beginning Tuesday, April 5. Wear a turquoise shirt/hat
and meet at the Discovery Center at 10:00 a.m. Admission for our members is free if you are painting with the
group. Contact: Sherry Hardage by the Monday of the week you wish to paint. sherry.hardage@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM OUTSIDE: MEMBERS’ MUSINGS ON WHY THEY PAINT PLEIN AIR
Jane Ward:

I started painting “en plein air” (in the open air) regularly in 2017. I’d been taking classes and
workshops at the Spruill Center in Dunwoody for years, working mostly in acrylic, and in a more abstract style. As
an Art History major in college, I had always loved the landscape paintings of the French Impressionists, as well as
the American Hudson River School painters.
When my friend, Sherry Hardage, suggested I join RFAA, and specifically, its plein air group, Artists in the Wild, I
eagerly accepted. We paint every Tuesday at the Chattahoochee Nature Center during spring and summer. Boy,
did I have a lot to learn! It gave me a chance to start painting in oils. Oils don’t dry as fast as acrylics and they
allow for softer edges and working wet into wet, as opposed to my former dry layering and texturizing method. I
was also able to revisit the use of pastels, which are great for plein air. I’ve since also tried watercolor and gouache
as well as doing more sketching outside. Each medium has its advantages and disadvantages, depending on
weather conditions. Other challenges include rapidly changing light, the heat and sun, bugs and wind, as well as
the time limitation (usually 2-3 hours), and learning to bring only the essentials.
Several years ago, a small group of us decided to try painting outside later in the fall into winter, weather
permitting, and trying some new locations. Our favorite spot has been Hyde Farm in Marietta, so we meet up on
Tuesday mornings and paint until mid-afternoon. It has really helped save our sanity during the pandemic!
My main goals are to improve my skills, meet other artists, and tackle new challenges. In our painting sessions,
we are there to practice, learn, support each other, and have fun! Creating masterpieces is not a priority. Since I
paint mainly for enjoyment, I’ve not focused on creating a website. I do enter various shows and sell my work
now and then. People who like my work seem to find me. For now, that’s more than enough. I encourage any
other RFAA members who may be interested, even if you are just starting out, to join us on our adventures “in
the wild.” Hope to see you there!

Summer painting at CNC

Winter painting at Hyde Farm

Study at Hyde Farm, oil, Fall 2020

Plein air, oil, Winter 2022

Early effort (2017) in oil at CNC

In progress, Hyde Farm, oil, March 2022
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DEBRA MEEKINS:

I’ve been painting plein air since around 2004. Technically I started when I was a child
carrying my sketchbook outside to sketch whatever I saw or wherever I went. I was always drawing: the
neighbors’ dog, the campsite where our family camped, and the local marinas where I grew up. I became a
dedicated plein air artist much later. I took a plein air workshop with a local artist to learn about equipment,
packing what was needed, the nuts & bolts of painting on-site outdoors. That was it for me; I was hooked!
My primary and favorite medium is oil, so when I head out for a Plein air session that is typically what I bring. I
also use watercolor when I only have time to work in my sketchbook. My most favorite location to paint plein air
is at the beaches and marshes along the East Coast. When I can’t get there, I’ll take any place that has water! I
am drawn to water: rivers, waterfalls, creeks, and lakes. I just love the sounds and smells around water.
On days that I can get out to paint, you may find me in any one of the beautiful local parks, or at the Chattahoochee
Nature Center, or Hyde Farm with fellow plein air painters from our group. Painting of course is a very relaxing
and often meditative process; when you take it outdoors, you just stepped up the whole experience. You should
give it a try! Join us most Tuesdays; we’ll help you get over any jitters you may have about painting outdoors. You
can find me on Facebook @ DebraMeekinsFineArt.

OUR FIRST LIVE SHOW AT THE GALLERY FOR 2022
Start painting now for our Spring Fling Show. We welcome florals, floral
landscapes, spring activities, kites, picnics, people with flowers, anything that
reminds us of Spring – you get the idea. MINIMUM SIZE = 8” x 10” or
equivalent and MAXIMUM SIZE = 36” x 40” or equivalent. Artwork can be 2dimensional paintings, drawings, collage, or mixed media. Be sure your work is securely framed or gallery
wrapped with wire hangers only. Glass or Plexiglas is accepted at ACE. All work should be original. Bring your
entry form and waiver (if you DON’T HAVE ONE on file). Paperwork is available under FORMS https://rfaa.org.
You can print these on our website. DELIVERY DATE: April 19, 6:15 – 7:00 p.m. BEFORE the April General
Meeting. This show runs from April 22 to June 20. END OF SHOW pickup will be June 21st. Location: 9100 Fouts
Road, Roswell, GA 30076. Contact: sherry.hardage@gmail.com
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GREAT NEW WORKSHOP COMING IN JUNE
Join nationally known artist Marsha Hamby Savage for a two day pastel and oil painting
workshop. Marsha will take you from deciding on your idea through
working with color temperature and shape development to a finished
painting you can love. Supply list will be provided upon receipt of your
check.
Questions / Registration:
Contact Sherry Hardage
sherry.hardage@gmail.com

Dates: June 11 -12, 2022
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: ACE (Art Center East) 9100 Fouts Road, Roswell, GA 30076
Cost: $225 for members; $250 for non-members

RFAA Brunch – February 17, 2022
It was a small but mighty group who met at J Christopher’s on Johnson Ferry Road for
RFAA’s Members’ Brunch on February 17. The little rendezvous lasted shy of three
hours. It was great to hear a little about our three new members who came, and it
was good that we are beginning to get face to face again! I promised to send out the
new RFAA annual calendar soon so they can see all the ways to take advantage and
participate in this wonderful association.
Marilyn won the tulips, Jeannie won the breakfast, and Paulette the kitchen mitten and
towel. Thanks to those who enjoyed breakfast together: Sarah, Vicki, Jeannie, Jane,
Paulette, Marilyn, Adrienne, and Ellie! (Submitted by Lucy Letchford)

Toot Your Horn!
WE HAVE SOLD!! (Sales December 2021 and January - March 2022)

Sue Ottosen
Jenny Walter
Paulette Williams
Sue Ottosen
Marilyn Schuster
Paulette Williams
Bob Dowling
Arlyn Huntzicker
Sue Ottosen
Betty Walser
Paulette Williams

CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC
CNC

December
December
December (sold 3)
January
January
January (sold 3)
February
February
February
February
February (sold 3)
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OUR FACEBOOK CHALLENGES
BREEZE, January 2022 Facebook art challenge

Adrienne Zinn

Gail Kramer-Tate

Rick Papp

Adrienne Zinn

Amal Hashem Elnazar

Leslee Sorensen

David Schroeder

Leslee Sorensen

Sherry Hardage

Rick Papp

Sherri Richards

Trish Johnston

DOODLES, February 2022 Facebook art challenge

Trish Johnston

Rick Papp

Sherry Hardage

Sherry Hardage
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Adrienne Zinn

Trish Johnston

Adrienne Zinn

Irina Akimova

Marilyn Smith Schuster

Irina Akimova

SUNFLOWERS, March 2022 Facebook art challenge

Adrienne Zinn

Lale Francis

Arlyn Huntzicker

Sherri Richards

Georgeann Rotteck

Susan Bieger Ritchie

Georgeann Rotteck

Rick Papp
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Donna Raley Outwater

Marilyn Smith Schuster

Marilyn Smith Schuster

Sherry Hardage

Georgia on My Mind Show at the Chattahoochee Nature Center
The current show, “Georgia on My Mind,” brought in 20 artists with a total of 56 pieces of art just for the
grids. There are going to be quite a few events at CNC in the coming months so we hope to have good sales
again. A reminder to our exhibitors - sold pieces can be replaced with new art. This has worked well for several
of our members!

Bob hanging the artwork; Sherry supervising.
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“Wired” Show Coming to the CNC
In June, RFAA will have the grids and the large wall at the CNC to exhibit our beautiful art. To fill up all that space,
we are combining the normally scheduled change-out at the CNC to include the “Wired” show. Do begin painting
early, especially artists doing oils. This CNC change-out will follow the guidelines and requirements of the “Wired”
show.
WHAT: “Georgia Animals and Wildlife” show (open interpretation of wildlife/nature)
WHERE: Chattahoochee Nature Center
WHEN: Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. change-out
Wednesday, September 7, 2022, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., pick-up
APPLICATION FEE: None
DETAILS: Three pieces, no glass, original work only (no computer generated), properly wired, information on back,
large paintings accepted. You may replace a sold piece with a piece of equal size in the same spot. There is a 20%
commission fee, 3 hours of required gallery sitting, and completed generic inventory form and waiver form (found
at www.rfaa.org) submitted at registration. Questions should be directed to Jan Buckley at janal2sail@gmail.com.

ANNUAL RFAA STUDENT ART SHOW
As part of our commitment to encouraging the arts in our community, each
January, RFAA presents a show of North Fulton County high school students'
artworks at the Roswell Visual Arts Center. A huge thank you to Alle for chairing,
and to the judge Shane MacDonald.

Best of Show

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Best of Show: Superficial Beauty by Jasmine Mingye Fan, Northview
First Place: Static by Frank Yifei Liu, Northview
Second Place: Academic Overload by Katie Lanham, Cambridge
Third Place: Bite by Claire Compton, Riverwood
Honorable Mention: Love Kills by Siyone Patel, Cambridge
Honorable Mention: Jackie of Spades by Lily Eden Everly, Centennial
Honorable Mention: Character Study by Larissa Woodall, Centennial
Honorable Mention: Imperfection by Filippa Roos, Alpharetta
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AN ANNUAL CHALLENGE
Thousands of people flock there for the Butterfly Festival on the
first weekend in June to enjoy its butterfly-related activities and
art. RFAA members paint en plein air for visitors to see real
artists at work.
They also give visitors butterfly-themed art cards made by
RFAA members.
Each card is 3.5”x2.5” - the same size as a baseball card - with
original art on the front, and a label on the back showing the
artist’s signature and the Arts Center East address. Last year
over 250 cards were given away.
Here’s the challenge to all RFAA artists. Use the odd hour or
two here and there in the upcoming weeks and months and let’s
see if our membership can produce 300 or more cards. It is a
great way to publicize RFAA.
No need to buy cards: cut up any card stock you have on hand to the required size. Use the art media of your
choice to decorate the cards with a butterfly theme on one side only. Decorative papers are fine, but avoid 3-D
embellishments. RFAA will ask for the cards in May for processing. All the cards are inserted into clear plastic
envelopes before being handed out to people at the Festival.
Are you up for this BIG BUTTERFLY CHALLENGE?

LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN THIS GREAT
ACTIVITY: Artists Helping Artists -- Gentle Critique Sessions -- these sessions were a big hit before Covid
-- bring a painting and find out what's working well and what could use a little tweak in a positive, constructive
and safe environment.
TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS ACTIVITY, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO
sherry.hardage@gmail.com
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