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Dear Artists,
Who could have imagined a few weeks ago the unsettling new normal that is today? Like Pompeii, we
were blind-sided by the scope and suddenness of this event. No services? Forbidden from visiting a
family member in the nursing home? No dropping into the emergency room without a prior call? And we
are not sure who carries this disease or how it came to be. It is indeed an invisible enemy of the worst
kind.
An unexpected paradigm shift has happened. The three little boys next door were awfully quiet this
morning…oh! They were in their bedrooms attending school on their computers. I was introduced to
skyping last week without warning, I must add. There I was suddenly looking at my beautiful daughter in
the center of the screen and my messy mug was perched in the corner looking back at me; I must do
better, as I scared myself. Like you, I am learning new ways to think and function. Skyping is the method
to safely see the grandkids these days, so I will take stock of what is important, learn, and modify my
thinking and behavior.
I miss RFAA, with its challenges, gatherings, and joyous creative minds, but I know it will be back. When
it does return, I will appreciate you even more. So, my friends, do what you must to stay safe and sane,
create art, make butterfly cards, lay new shelf paper, find the missing socks, touch base with old friends
and truly talk for as long as you like. There is no hurry. We have a lot of time in our present…an
unexpected gift from the most recent past.

“Always Art,” Jan
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CRITIQUE SESSIONS: TAKING YOUR PAINTING TO THE NEXT LEVEL
While we are social distancing, we can still take advantage of our other member artists’ expertise
and feedback. Call a member, ask if they would be interested in providing comments, and then
email your work and discuss it by phone or whatever social media platform you can use.

TOOT YOUR HORN!
WE HAVE SOLD!! (Sales from January thru March 2020)
Alle Craig
Rose Guerra
Donna Outwater
Paulette Williams
Paulette Williams

Chattahoochee Nature Center
Chattahoochee Nature Center
Fickle Pickle
Fickle Pickle (sold 2)
Chattahoochee Nature Center (sold 2)

January
January
January
January
February

Sherry Hardage was featured in the most recent newsletter from the Atlanta Collage Society.

Sherry Hardage / Eire
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OUR CREATIVE SPACES
The continuing saga of more RFAA artists’ workspaces: Today we look at Sherry Hardage and John
Firth. If you’d like to be included in a future issue of “Articulation,” please mail pictures and a story (if you
wish) to Leslee Sorensen at snailtaco@yahoo.com.
Sherry’s studio:

Collage space

Painting space

Art books and collage paper storage

John Firth’s studio:
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
JOHN FIRTH
I have lived in Roswell for 8 years with my wife Alison and 9 year old daughter Fallon. We
have 2 rescue pets, Lanie the dog and Alex the cat. I currently work for Northside
Hospital as an MRI Tech.
I enjoy creating. I am currently working in oils. I rekindled my passion for art after a trip
to Charleston last year. The stained glass piece is an example of work I made after
taking a class. I also enjoy woodworking and have made several pieces of furniture for
our house.
The charcoal drawing was completed when I was 17 years old, for an assignment to
create something that demonstrated hard and soft textures in a bathroom. A recent
painting is the 8 x 10 oil of Fallon and her cat.
I am glad that I found RFAA and am looking forward to getting more involved.

CHECK OUT OUR FEATURED MEMBERS’ WEBSITES
Dana Enders www.paintingsbydanaenders.com
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Yulia Jeltuhin www.yuliart.com

2020 People, Places, and Thingamabobs Awards
Best in Show: Wave Study No. 49, Bob Dowling
First Place: The Raven, Jan Buckley
Second Place: White Birch, Loretta Locanto
Third Place: Hibiscus, Nancy Arenius
Honorable Mention: Orange Crush, Pat Hahn
Honorable Mention: Summer on Lanier, Dana Enders
Honorable Mention: The Gift, Jean DeRosa
Honorable Mention: The Light, Debra Meekins
People’s Choice Award: Hidden Sunset, John Firth

Bob Dowling

John Firth

Jan Buckley
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2020 North Fulton High School Art Show, judged by Karen Bradshaw

Best in Show: The Lone Merchant, Semin Haley Park, Northview High School (oil on canvas)
1st Place: Be Still, Abby Burnett, Milton High School (oil on panel)
2nd Place: Broken, Jimin Suh, Johns Creek High School (colored pencil)
3rd Place: The Humbug Effect, Zoe Osborne, Riverwood International Charter (acrylic)
Honorable Mention: Alone During Rush Hour, Jackie Chen, Northview High School (digitally altered original)
Honorable Mention: Vulnerability, Sara Cohen, Centennial High School
Honorable Mention: Breach (Depth), Leanne Dostie, Roswell High School (wood sculpture)
Honorable Mention: Disintegration of Time, Jennifer Light, Alpharetta High School (oil on canvas)

COMING SOON, RFAA’S FIRST ONLINE SHOW
Watch for an E-blast with details of how and
when to enter KALEIDOSCOPE!
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All It Takes Is A Phone Call

An activity to keep our members in touch: Using your membership list, select a member
that you don't know well and give her/him a call. Tell your new friend you would like to
"interview" her/him about their art interests -- what media they use, what's their favorite
subject to paint, what's their art background (school, classes/workshops, self-taught). Do
they have a favorite technique or product? In the course of the conversation, see how
many things you both have in common. It would be lovely to swap photos as well. When
you're finished (with the member's permission, of course) share their photo and what
you’ve learned about them on our RFAA Facebook page. If you have any questions or
suggestions for other fun activities, please email: sherry.hardage@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/roswellfinearts/?ref=bookmarks
Don't forget about our Butterfly Card Challenge. We'll use them either this summer or next.
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Serendipity
Shared by TRISH JOHNSTON
This technique is easy, fascinating and a great stress reliever. It can also be a fun way to either work out colors
and composition OR to simply throw some elements together and be surprised by the result!

MATERIALS
Freezer paper
Lightweight background paper of your choice: plain print paper or paper painted with acrylic paint.
Papers and other bits and pieces to collage onto your background. These can be metallic, plain or
printed papers, leftover scraps with nice textures—even bits of fabric, pictures and text from
magazines, gift wrap, sheets of music or whatever you have on hand.
Sharp pencil
Metal ruler
Teflon bone folder
X-acto knife with new blade
One of the following: PVA glue, acrylic medium, Mod Podge or glue stick
Thinned acrylic paints or acrylic inks
OPTIONAL Rubber stamps in small sizes and simple shapes, and stamp pads

PART 1
Tape a piece of freezer paper, glossy-side up, on your working surface. Glue your background paper
to the freezer paper. Using whatever materials you want, tear or cut them into pieces in different
shapes so as to vary how they look. When you are happy with the arrangement begin to glue the
pieces down.
GLUING
PVA glue, acrylic medium or Mod Podge are efficient, especially if you apply with a brush. Do not use
too much liquid glue or many of your papers will wrinkle. A glue stick is fine and you may prefer that,
but it will be less permanent. Apply a thin coat of glue to your background paper where you will attach
a piece. Press the piece in place. If there is any slight wrinkling, smooth down with the fingers, the
edge of a credit card or--the ideal--a Teflon bone folder.
EXTRA: STAMPING
You can use some simple carved stamps on your paper. Vary the direction you print the stamps,
putting some on diagonally or overlapping the edge. Use various colors of ink/paint.
OTHER EXTRAS
If you like, add a few dabs/strokes of a metallic paint, inks, colored pencil or stencils. You do not have
to cover the whole sheet; leave some of your background showing if you wish.
YOU CAN STOP AT THIS POINT: Seal the work with a thin layer of acrylic medium, let the whole
thing dry, then peel it off the wax/freezer paper and apply it to the substrate of your choice.

PART 2
TAKE ANOTHER STEP FOR A VERY DIFFERENT RESULT!
It is important to do this next step accurately, so don't do it in poor light or when you’re tired.
CUTTING
1. Make sure the collaged paper is completely dry.
2. Turn it over and check that the edges of the paper are square. Trim if necessary.
3. Take your ruler and put it across the bottom edge of the paper.
4. Draw a line along the top of the ruler in pencil.
8

5. Move the ruler up until the bottom is on the pencil line.
6. Draw another line across.
7. Keep repeating until you have parallel lines all the way up to the top of the paper.
8. Turn the paper 90 degrees and do steps 3-7 in the opposite direction.**
You now have a penciled grid. Take a sharp cutting knife and cut along all the lines until you have a
pile of squares. Turn the squares over and take a look at what you have. Put to one side any piece
that you don't like, but most of your squares will be wonderful!
Use your chosen group of tiles as a reference to make a larger piece of art. OR glue down the finished
squares onto a contrasting piece of paper (see below) or apply the squares directly to a card,
sketchbook cover, or other project.
**NOTE: You need not be restricted to these small squares. Try different shapes—diamonds,
rectangles, strips—or make your parallel lines further apart (measuring carefully) to create
larger tiles.
ADDITIONAL IDEAS
 Incorporate postage stamps, candy wrappers, skeleton leaves, or doilies.
 Decorate with threads, labels, bits of ribbon or thread.
 If the page looks too busy, consider alternating the squares with plainer coordinating squares.
 Work to a theme: color triads, flowers, Asian, Egyptian, contemporary, classical, personal, etc.
 Try mounting the finished tiles on various colored layers for effect. The same tiles on different
color mounts give totally different results.
 Be adventurous and have fun!
Example of serendipity squares, using the steps in PART 1 AND 2
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ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY - MARCH 2020

High school show matting day, Jan. 11

People, Places, and Thingamabobs reception

Members’ luncheon February 20 at Houck’s Restaurant

WIRED Show Disclaimer:
It’s impossible to say if our scheduled show, WIRED, at the LM Frame &Gallery, will
happen. Our country will need to get through the month of April to make decisions about
May. The show take-in date is May 3rd. Members, the best we can suggest is that you
paint and be ready on a moment’s notice should WIRED happen as scheduled. We will
inform you via email and Facebook more toward the end of April.
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